[Penetrating ulcers of the descending thoracic aorta: Diagnosis and surgical management].
In this paper two patients with penetrating ulcers of the descending thoracic aorta are presented, a clinical condition recognized only recently, that may have a severe or even fatal outcome, due to rupture of the aorta. It is a peculiar form of the atherosclerotic disease, and its clinical and imagiologic presentation may mimics the classic aortic dissection of the distal type type. Computed tomography, nuclear magnetic resonance and transesophageal ecocardiography are the most apropriate methods for studying and diagnosis and the surgical management, aimed at the prevention or treatment of the aortic rupture, and based on the prosthetic aortic replacement, is the only alternative allowing the definite cure of the disease. The main features of pathology, clinical manifestations, diferential diagnosis and surgical management of this entity are described and discussed, according to the most recently articles published in the literature, on the subject.